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Brief Summary: 

One of the visible attributes of a state's sovereignty is its borders. Only within the territory 

bounded by the state's borders can a state sovereign enforcing its legal norms and implementing 

its policies in various areas, where the protection of its economic interests and internal security 

are among the most important. Conversely, one of the most important components of a state's 

internal security is the protection of its external borders. 

On the African continent, we can observe a situation where better border protection would 

solve not only the illegal export of the state's mineral wealth (and thus the drain on financial 

resources), but also the illegal import of weapons and people for guerrilla groups operating to 

the greatest extent in border areas (this is most visible on the borders of several states, where 

three or more borders converging on a smaller territory, also due to the non-existent interstate 

cooperation in border protection, favour such groups and their terrorization of the local 

population). 

There are various tools for border protection, where the basis is usually professional security, 

police or military units, either in the form of a separate formation specialized in border 

protection, or only as a smaller part of the police, gendarmes or army, or a combination thereof. 

These units use technical means and weapon systems generally intended for them in 

combination with technology specifically designed for the protection of the border and the 

adjacent territory, which is determined by the geography of the border relief on land, water and 

in the air. 

Despite the modern technology available today, from satellites to drones to motion sensors and 

thermal imaging, it is still true that the physical presence of specialized units in the field has 

practical significance, whether in the field of prevention, information collection or directly in 

the intervention against intruders. In today's information age, any information about the 

situation on both sides of the border is highly valued. This creates space for cooperation 

between civil and military intelligence in evaluating information obtained in the field in 

combination with information obtained using technical means. 

Solutions exist for every type of border and current security situation. The vast majority of 

African states have both the financial and human resources to implement them. Expert analysis 

and training, or even field instruction during the operations themselves, can be immediately 

provided from abroad, where the private sector appears to be a better choice, since it does not 

promote any powerful foreign policy interests when delivering results for the client (state). 

However, we must recall here the absolute necessity of consultations with experts at the highest 

level of the state (client), who will have absolute decision-making authority when approving 

the final plan. The final goals will thus be adapted to the geographical and security situation of 

the specific area, as well as to the real requirements of the client. 
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